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COMMERCIAL FISHERIES — THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Fisheries) [10.03 am]: I take the 

opportunity today to inform members of the house about the state government’s recent commitment of 

$14.5 million to seek independent certification for sustainability of our commercial fisheries. Initial funding of 

$6.5 million will establish the third party certification program. A further $2 million each year for four years will 

provide additional research and management support for the project. This project is vitally important to provide 

public confidence in the way the state’s commercial fisheries are managed. Third party independent certification 

will be required to meet the emerging trend that will see major food retailers selling fish only from sustainable 

fisheries that have been independently assessed to meet internationally recognised standards. 

This government fully understands how important third party certification has been to our western rock lobster 

fishery. This was the first fishery in the world to receive such accreditation from the Marine Stewardship 

Council in 2000. Only very recently the western rock lobster fishery became the first to receive a third 

consecutive five-year accreditation. I am confident that the process of independent evaluation of the state’s 

commercial fisheries will confirm that they rate among the world’s best managed and are worthy of the tick of 

approval that certification bodies such as MSC and Global Trust can provide. It is important to note that major 

Australian retailers such as Coles and Woolworths have both recently announced that third party certification 

will be required for all wild-caught and aquaculture-produced fish products that they sell. We need to embrace 

this opportunity to secure the future of our commercial fisheries. European and North American fisheries are 

already well down this path and we must ensure that the state continually reviews how WA’s fisheries are 

managed and critiqued. 

There are around 47 commercial fisheries in this state; therefore, it will be a large and complex project that the 

Department of Fisheries will implement over a number of years in consultation with the fishing industry. My 

department is currently gathering information on the costs and benefits associated with the various third party 

schemes, including from MSC. This information will be presented to stakeholders at a workshop at the WA 

fisheries and research facility next Wednesday, 28 March. Western Australia has world-leading, ecosystem-

based fisheries management in place. Third party certification will complement those existing management 

approaches and increase public confidence. I am pleased to say that the state’s peak body representing 

commercial fishing, the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council, fully supports this project. I am confident 

that the outcome of this process will prove what we have known all along: Western Australian fisheries are 

indeed sustainable. 

 


